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cannot do unless we are ever wakeful, ever vigilant, ever
striving.

The Riots

The riots in U. P. affected me deeply. I discussed them
with Maulana Azad and the Bose brothers in terms of non-
violence. I felt that we were getting not nearer towards
our goal but farther away from it. Haripura gave me reason
to hope that we were growing in strength, and that in spite
of our shortcomings we should be able to see Swaraj in my
lifetime. I had thought that we should, in the course of the
year, acquire that strength. But the riots in Allahabad and
elsewhere came as a rude shock. We were, to our shame,
compelled to seek the aid of the police and the military.

Supposing the Viceroy were to invite the President of
the Congress to meet him and to state the Congress terms,
do you think he would have the strength to say, 'The Con-
gress is capable of taking charge of the administration, the
British may go?* Do you think we could tell him that we
should be able to do without the police and the military,
that we should be able to come to terms with the Princes,
the Zamindars and with the Mussalmans ? I am afraid we
could not honestly say that we should easily be able to come
to terms with these. And yet if we have real non-violence
in us, we should be able to say and do these things.

Not the Weapon of the Weak

I therefore ask you and myself whether our non-violence
is of the weak and not of the strong as it should be. That
it can work to a certain extent in the hands of the weak
is true. It has so worked with us. But when it becomes a
cloak for our weakness, it emasculates us. Far better than
emasculation would be the bravery of those who use physical
force. Far better than cowardice would be meeting one's
death fighting. We were perhaps all originally brutes, and
I am prepared to believe that we -have become men by a
slow process of evolution from the brute. We were thus
born with brute strength, but we were born men in order
to realize God who dwells in us. That indeed is the privilege
of man, and it distinguishes him from the brute creation.